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Minutes 
Staff Senate Meeting 
Thursday, May 9, 2002 
 
I.    The Staff Senate Meeting was called to order at 9:30 a.m. by Chair, Karen Jennings. 
 
Members Present:  Sherrolyn Bean, Tina Bersi, Paul Bixby, Susan Bristow, Renee Clay, 
Carla Coker, Phyllis Davis, Linda Dizney, Lela Donat,  Candace Erbe, Sophia Estes, Evelyn 
Fuller, Kenley Haley, Karen Jennings, Lioneld Jordan, Jewel Lindsey, Bruce McNully, 
Marsha Norvell, Susan Rausch, David Savage, Crystal Sprueill, Barbara Taylor, Eric 
Vaught 
 
Members Absent:  Becky Brink, Christine Parks, Connie Stewart 
 
II.    A motion was presented, seconded and approved to adopt the agenda.  
 
III.  A motion was presented, seconded and approved to adopt the April 11, 2002 minutes as amended.  
Correction included:  V.  Old Business, b. Fall Break, Campus Council Report, Susan Bristow, last 
sentence should read “The ad hoc to Review Committee proposed recommendations for the 
committees.  Elections will be postponed until the April 25
th
 meeting.”  Instead of “The Ad Hoc 




IV. Employee of the Quarter, 3
rd
 Quarter, Christine Parks (Absent) - Karen Jennings read excerpts 
from the nominations and presented the Employee of the Quarter award certificates to the following:  
Group I Professional/Non Faculty, Robert Godfrey, DP Network Technician I, Agricultural Food and 
Life Sciences, Academic Affairs; Group II Secretarial/Clerical, Mary Saldivar, Administrative Office 
Supervisor, History, Academic Affairs; Group III Technical/Paraprofessional, Linda Penny, 
Accounting Technician II, Agricultural Food and Life Sciences, Academic Affairs; and Group IV 
Skilled Crafts/Service and Maintenance, Simoan Smith, Custodial Worker II, University Housing, 
student Services, Academic Affairs.  
 
V. Parking and Transit Update, Gary Smith – Announced Paul Bixby is the new Chair for the Parking 
and Transit Committee.  Reported the following:   
 Met with the Safety Committee; working with architects on the next parking project. 
 Gave an update on parking at the corners of Duncan and Williams, Arkansas Avenue and Maple, 
Northeast corner of Garland and Douglas. 
 Gave an update on parking lots for Pomfret Hall and Carnall Hall. 
 Maintenance of parking lots will begin on June 1. 
 Department is working on development of a black and white campus map that will contain 
information about parking lot construction.   
 Reported the cost of parking permits will increase 7% and then be rounded down to the nearest 
whole dollar.  Faculty/Staff parking permits for employees earning $30,000 income or less will 
increase from $64 to $69.  Faculty/Staff parking permits for employees earning more than $30,000 
income will increase from $84 to $89.  Faculty/Staff reserved parking permits will increase to 
$337.  The commuter parking permits have been done away with.   
 There will be a change in the procedure for issuing handicap hangtags.  The department adopting a 
program in which an individual will have to present a State handicap hangtag in order to receive a 
university handicap hangtag.   
Gary held a question and answer session following his report.  Finished by inviting individuals to 
email him at garys@uark.edu with parking and transit concerns. 
 
Paul Bixby sent around a sign up sheet for the picnic. 
 
Karen Jennings welcomed the newly elected Staff Senators that attended the meeting and announced 
that Jeri Freshwater resigned.  Jewel Lindsey will contact her replacement.  Karen sent around a 
committee sign up sheet for next year (July 1, 2002 – June 30, 2003) and announced assignments will 
be made at the July 11, 2002 meeting.   
 
VI.  Reports and Announcements 
        a.   Standing Committees 
1. Internal Affairs, Lioneld Jordan – Reported the year-end report was handed out at the last 
meeting, but that year-end report should include the funeral leave option to use sick leave or 
vacation; received answer back on job responsibility changes, and parking issues – winter 
weather policies.  Should have a report on the child care issue by next meeting. 
 
2. Elections Committee, Jewel Lindsey – Jewel passed out a copy of the year-end report to 
Staff Senators that contained the results of the election.  She reported nominations for Staff 
Senate officers is now open and will be until the end of May.  She has received, so far, two 
nominations for Chair, Kenley Haley and Jewel Lindsey; one nomination for Vice Chair, Tina 
Bersi; and zero nominations for Secretary.  She reported new senators need to be sure to 
attend the July 11, 2002 meeting and informed them they were eligible to vote for officer 
candidacy.  Outgoing senators are not allowed to vote.  Already contacted Sherryln Bean and 
she will be replacing Jeri Freshwater.  New senator orientation will probably be held 
sometime in June in the morning.  Packets were sent out to the new Staff Senators.  
 
3. Finance Committee, Sherrolyn Bean – Passed out the Finance Committee’s year-end report 
and financial report.  The beginning FY02 budget was $4,212.93 with the projected ending 
balance to be $1,468.93 by June 30, 2002.  As of April 30, 2002 the ending balance is 
$1,824.80 with one more newsletter to be published and picnic expenses to be paid.  First 
newsletter was published at approximately $700.00 and $900.00 is budgeted for the picnic.   
 
4. Employee of the Quarter, Christine Parks (Absent) – Karen Jennings reported nominations 
for the 4
th
 quarter are now being accepted.  Committee is working on the team procedures.   
 
5. Safety Committee, Sherrolyn Bean – Reported the committee has not met yet this month.  
Passed out year-end report.  Have not received word whether proposal from Capt. John Reid 
has been approved. Barbara Taylor reported on the warning issued by Larry Slamons, using 
the crosswalks on Maple Street.   
 
6. Legislative Committee, Crystal Sprueill – Crystal passed out the year-end report to Staff 
Senators.  Reported the Legislature not in session, but developing a cohesive relation with 
Richard Hudson’s office.  Committee met on February 12, 2002.  Mission and goals set.  
Appointed two representatives to this committee who are not Staff Senators.  They are Jane 
Eaves, Business Affairs Manager and Merritt Royal, Assistant to the Vice President for 
Agriculture.  Developed a resolution entitled “A Resolution Supporting a Funeral Leave 
Policy Revision” and submitted it to Dr. Don Pederson, Vice Chancellor for Finance and 
Administration.  Kay Fairchild had to resign as Staff Senator and ultimately chair of this 
committee. Crystal Sprueill assumed duties of Chair for the Legislative Committee for the 
remainder of this year.  Crystal will send an e-mail announcing the next scheduled meeting. 
 
7. Communications Committee, Evelyn Fuller – Evelyn passed out the year-end report.  She 
reported on the three major goals the Communications Committee had this year. 
 Human Resources Health Fair held November 7, 2001 in the Arkansas Union 
Ballroom.  In conjunction with Human Resources, the Communications Committee 
along with the rest of the Staff Senate jointly hosted a table at the Health Fair.  Staff 
Senate button information and brochures were handed out.  Around 1,000 people 
attended.    
 Website upkeep and maintenance.  Paul Bixby, Computing Services, and the BASIS 
team offered their time and expertise, as a third party, in keeping the website 
updated.  The website will be taken off the Walton College of Business server and 
moved to Cavern.  Committee chairs and members will have to submit information 
in a timely manner.  Committee will vote on this prior to the last Staff Senate 
meeting.  Renee Clay, Small Business Development Center, offered a Front Page 
class on March 14, 2002 for those staff senators who were interested in learning.  
Four staff senators attended the class. 
 Two newsletters distributed during the current year, one on October 22, 2001 and the 
other scheduled to be sent out on May 15, 2002. 
 The Communications Committee designed and mailed out a postcard announcing 
information about the Staff Computer Lab.   
         Paul Bixby will continue to maintain the listserve. 
 
8. Scholarships and Awards, Phyllis Davis – Phyllis reported the committee met this morning 
and selected Patricia Edwards, Administrative Secretary in Marketing and Transportation as 
the scholarship recipient.  She reported there were 16 applicants to choose from.  The 
committee is in the process of revising the guidelines and application form.  The revised 
guidelines will be sent to the By-laws Committee and the revised application form will be 
attached to the year-end report to be presented at the next Staff Senate Meeting.  The 
committee recommends giving two scholarships, one with a lesser amount.  There is $1,100 in 
the scholarship fund right now.   
 
b. Ad hoc Committees 
1.   Fringe Benefits Committee, Linda Dizney – Linda reported the System Office canceled the 
Fringe Benefits meeting.  The meeting is rescheduled to take place this month.  The Long 
Term Care and medical plan survey issues from the Faculty Senate should be addressed at that 
meeting. 
 
2.   Committee on Committees, David Savage – David reported the committee has lost two of its 
five members.  Committee is looking into the committees in which representation is not equal.   
 
3. By-laws Committee, Tina Bersi – Tina passed out a year-end report.  She reported the 
committee has only met one time this year.  The By-laws Committee was charged with the 
review and revision of the existing Staff Senate By-laws.  Election committee requested 
review of an addendum to the election procedures.  Tina read the requested change into the 
record as follows:  “Elections shall be conducted by the committee at the July meeting and 
shall be presided over by the chair of the Elections Committee and two election committee 
members not on the ballot.  In the event the Election Committee chair is on the ballot, a 
member of the Election Committee not on the ballot will be selected by the chair to preside.  
Election shall be by written ballot and announced at the time of the election.  Absentee written 
ballots may be requested from and submitted to the Chair of the Staff Senate no later than July 
1.  These ballots shall be sealed.  When the election process has begun, the Senate Chair will 
turn the absentee ballots over to the Election Committee Chair or appointee for inclusion in 
the ballot tally.  Once the election process has begun, voting will be closed.  In the event of a 
tie, all votes will be discarded, each candidate will be allowed to make a statement, not to 
exceed five minutes, and answer questions posed by members of the Staff Senate.  A second 
vote will then be taken.  Any senator arriving after the first vote was closed would then have 
the opportunity to vote in the runoff election.  In the event of a second tie, the election will be 
decided by coin toss, which will be solely conducted by the presiding Senate chair.  New 
officers shall assume their duties immediately, and conduct the remainder of the July 
meeting.”  Staff Senators recommended eliminating “coin toss” and replacing it with “draw 
lots” and eliminating “presiding senate chair” and replacing it with “presiding election 
committee chair.”  A motion was presented, seconded and approved to eliminate “coin toss” 
and “presiding senate chair” and replace with “draw lots” and presiding election committee 
chair.”  Tina will make the changes and post on the web 
 
4. Picnic Committee, Paul Bixby – Announced the picnic is scheduled for May 24, ll:00 – 
1:30.  Passed around a sign-up sheet for work schedule.  A list of workers and designated 
work times will be posted.  Paul read list of celebrity volunteer cooks, donations, and those 
who have donated items and what those items are.  He reported there is still a need for 
volunteer workers and donations and to send the information to pbixby@uark.edu. If anyone 
has questions, ideas, etc. contact Paul.  He explained new set up this year to accommodate the 
crowd. 
 
5. Parking & Transit Ad Hoc committee, Kenley Haley – Kenley passed out copies of the 
year-end report.  She reported the Parking and Transit Ad Hoc Committee officially met for 
the first time on Monday, May 6, 2002.  The members of this committee were asked to serve 
based upon their involvement with staff concerns and campus location.  Issues addressed at 
this meeting: communication, parking safety, permit pricing and identification of potential 
problems.     
 
VII. New Business 
a. By-Laws Change, Officer Elections, Tina Bersi – Discussed previously under Reports 
and Announcements, Ad-Hoc Committees, Bylaws Committee. 
 
VIII. Other Business 
a.     Announcements, Barbara Taylor – Reminded staff of 2.6% salary increases.  
 
b. Jewel Lindsey announced the new senators have been added to the listserve. 
 
IX. Adjournment – a motion was presented, seconded and approved to adjourn the meeting.  Meeting 
adjourned at 10:57 a.m. 
 
Respectfully Submitted by 
Barbara Yule 
